THERE WAS A WEE WOMAN . . .

by Erica Silverman

Suggested Classroom Activities

By Sandy Schuckett

Literature:
There Was a Wee Woman . . . is a fiction book, which means that it comes from the author’s imagination and didn’t actually happen. How can you tell that this story isn’t real?

The story is an adaptation of a well-known Mother Goose rhyme about an old woman who lived in a shoe. Students can explore a variety of Mother Goose books to determine if there are other variations on this old rhyme.

Jack, Jill, Nan, and Nick were named in the story, but the twins were merely called “the twins.” Students can think of interesting names for the twins, and tell why they made those choices.

This story ends the same way it began. This type of story is sometimes called a circular story. Students can explore other circular stories, or they can attempt to write their own.

Questions for discussion:
The Wee family had to move from their ‘shoe’ home because it was too crowded. Students can discuss or write about their own experiences of having to move from one house (or city) to another. How did they feel? What did they leave behind? What new things did they find that they liked? In which place were they happier? Why?

In the story, Jack seems to be the ‘caretaker,’ – i.e., he is always the one who asks questions and gives warnings about what might lie ahead. Why do you think the author made him do this? How did this make the story better? Students can reflect on their own families and discuss or write about which member of their family usually fills the ‘caretaker’ role.

The Wee family moved into a dollhouse owned by a little girl.  Students can imagine what it would be like to suddenly have a family of wee people (along with all of their ‘stuff’) move in with them, and can discuss or write about:  What would you do to make the wee people unafraid? Where would they live in your house? How would you protect them from larger beings that might harm them? How would the wee people get food, water, etc. 

Math:

Sequence: Make word cards with all of the ‘homes’ mentioned in the story: shoe, cloak, log, barrel, birdhouse, cradle, garden pail, dollhouse. Ask students which home was considered first, and have a student stand in front of the class holding the card for ‘shoe.’ Continue until the students have put all of the ‘house words’ in the same sequence they were in the story.

Near the end of the story, Jack mutters, “A giant has caught us. We’re dead.” The giant was actually a little girl, and the Wee Woman and her family decided to live in the girl’s dollhouse. Students can discuss the actual size of the giant/girl, the dollhouse, the snake and rat they encountered on the way, and the family’s own possessions and pets – their cow, dog, and rabbits. Using a yardstick and 12-inch ruler, they can estimate the sizes of each character/object, including the sizes of the Wee Woman and her children. They can show their estimates on a large chart with a picture and the estimated size. Ex: Wee Woman – 4 inches, etc. They can also plot the sizes on a large piece of graph paper.

Science:

The twins’ rabbits quickly multiplied from two to twelve. Students can do further research on rabbits to determine whether rabbits actually do multiply so quickly.

Food: The Wee Woman fed her family “plum pudding, thick porridge, and cheese pies.” Students can explore recipes for these dishes if they are unsure of what ingredients they actually contain. (Is a “cheese pie” actually a pizza?)

Art:
Students can interpret the story with their own illustrations using a variety of media.

Students can create three-dimensional representations of different scenes from the story.

For further reading:
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Christensen, James C., Rhymes and Reasons. 1997. (Note includes notes on the history of each rhyme)

Crews, Nina, Neighborhood Mother Goose. Greenwillow Books, 2004.

Hague, Michael, Mother Goose. Henry Holt & Co., 1984.

Lobel, Arnold, Random House Book of Mother Goose. Random House, 1986.

Opie, Iona Archibald, My Very First Mother Goose. Candlewick Press, 1996. (Illustrated by Rosemary Wells)

Circular Stories

Aardema, Verna. Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears. Puffin Books, 1993.

Brett, Jan, The Mitten. Scholastic, 1989.

Numeroff, Laura, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie. HarperCollins, 1996.

Rylant, Cynthia, The Relatives Came. Atheneum, 2001.

Young, Ed, What About Me? Philomel, 2002.

Rabbits

Barbé-Julien, Colette, Conejitos. Gareth Stevens, 2007.

Gibbons, Gail, Rabbits, Rabbits, and More Rabbits. Holiday House, 2000.

Jacobs, Lee, Rabbits.  Blackbirch Press, 2002.

Stewart, Melissa, Rabbits. Marshall Cavendish/Benchmark, 2008

Recipes  A variety of recipes for Plum Pudding, Porridge, and Cheese Pie (or Quiche) can be found at: www.cooks.com  or www.epicurious.com 

