SHOLOM’S TREASURE

by Erica Silverman

Suggested Classroom Activities

Literature/Language Arts:
Many Yiddish terms are used in this book: bar mitzvah, kheyder, rabbi, shtetl. Students can discuss or write about parallel entities in their own lives, such as barrios, confirmations, quinceañeras, priests, religious school activities, etc. They can also create an illustrated Glossary of these terms.

Sholom Aleichem discovered early in life that he enjoyed making people laugh, and eventually became one of the great humor writers of all time. Students can discuss what kinds of things make them laugh. They can also discuss or write about situations in their own lives where humor may have helped them solve a problem or get through a tough situation. 

Students can read other books about class clowns, and discuss or write about their actions compared to those of Sholom Aleichem when he was a student.

When Sholom’s father married his new wife after Sholom’s mother died, she made his life miserable. Students can compare Sholom’s stepmother to those in well-known fairy tales such as Hansel and Gretel, Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, or others. They can also discuss whether it is always the case that a stepmother is mean and evil. Perhaps they have had different and more positive experiences.

At the end of the book, Sholom presents his father with a treasure: the fact that he – Sholom – is going to become a writer. Students can discuss or write about the meaning of the word ‘treasure,’ which doesn’t always have to be gold or money. What ‘treasures’ have been given to them? What ‘treasures’ can they give to others?

Students can find additional information about Sholom Aleichem’s life – using books, encyclopedias, or online resources, and they can present it in a variety of ways. 

Students can find famous quotes from Sholom Aleichem and create their own books, explaining what each of these quotations means to them.

Many of Sholom Aleichem’s stories have been published for children. Students can read them for pure enjoyment. (See Suggested Reading List)

Geography/History:

Students can use a World Atlas to locate Voronko and Pereyaslav on a map. Perhaps they can also find pictures showing how these towns appear today, and compare them with the illustrations in the book.

Sholom Aleichem lived during a very difficult time in Russian history. Students can do further research on 19th century Russia to find out what life was like for the people who lived there. Was life the same for Jews as for non-Jews. Were all of the people poor? What did people do for enjoyment? What were the schools like? Students may have further questions of their own.

Mathematics:
After students find more information about Sholom Aleicherm’s life, they can create a timeline of his life. The timeline can include the years when his most important books were published.

Art:
The illustrations by Mordecai Gerstein in Sholom’s Treasure appear to be watercolor paintings with details outlined in black ink. Students can experiment with this art technique. They can illustrate scenes from the book that were not brought to life by Gerstein.

There have been many photographs and other artistic representations of Sholom Aleichem. Students can use online sources such as Google Images to find them, and can create a photo album of Sholom Aleichem that shows him at different times in his life. They can also create their own drawings/portraits of him for their albums.

Music:
Fiddler on the Roof is a famous Broadway musical and movie that depicts life in the shtetl in early 19th century Russia. Students can watch the movie and/or listen to the sound track, and they can compare what they have seen/heard with the book. CDs and DVDs are available in most public libraries.

Online Resources:
Russian Jews: www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/RUSjews.htm provides some historical information.

www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/jewish/origins/origins.htm also discusses life in the shtetls in 19th century Russia

www.encyclopedia.com presents links to various encyclopedia articles about Sholom Aleichem. Note: remind students to search using Last Name, First Name.

www.google.com/images presents many photographs and drawings of SholomAleichem.

www.greatest-quotations.com presents famous quotes from Sholom Aleichem. Students should click on ‘Browse by author,’ and then click on ‘A’ for an alphabetical list of authors, which will lead them to Sholom Aleichem.

For further reading:
Sholom Aleichem Stories:
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Aleichem, Sholom, Holiday Tales of Sholom Aleichem. Scribner, 1979.
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Class Clowns:
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